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The June Shelton School and Evaluation Center enjoys the distinction of 

being the world’s largest independent school for bright children with learning differences. It is also the leader in 
empowering learning different students to leverage their uniqueness for success in college and the world.   No 
other school holds such expertise, experience, services, and reputation under one roof.  Founded in 1976, 
Shelton is dedicated to making a difference by serving and empowering the lives of students who learn 
differently. While the school is clearly the centerpiece of its mission, Shelton is more than a school. It 
encompasses three other major components, all open to the community—a speech and language therapy 
program, an evaluation center, and a teacher-training program.  Shelton is actively involved with research and 
collaborates with major medical institutions in the Dallas area, including Children’s Medical Center and UT 
Southwestern Medical Center. With expansion on the horizon, Shelton is seeking a fundraising professional to 
direct its capital campaign efforts in the next chapter of its remarkable history.  This position officially begins as 
soon as the successful candidate is found. 

 

The School. Accredited by Independent 

Schools Association of the Southwest, Shelton 
School is a co-educational, non-sectarian school that 
serves approximately 900 students with learning 
differences in grades EC to 12.  Shelton believes that 
learning different children learn best in a supportive 
environment that stresses multisensory learning 
techniques. The curriculum for the Early Childhood 
Program incorporates the best of traditional and 
Montessori educational strategies, emphasizing 
concepts and skills as well as subject matter. A 
Shelton education goes beyond academics. It 
provides a full range of experiences in academics, 
arts, athletics, music and theatre in a nurturing 
family atmosphere.  
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Students have access to an array of technology, including MacBooks 
and iPads, SmartBoards, online subscription databases, and software 
for productivity and creativity.   
 
More than 700 computers and another 100 iPads are distributed to 
students in grades 5-12 to ensure one-to-one laptop accessibility. 
Computer carts and classroom computers are available to students in 
the lower grades. 
 
Shelton students are creative, progressive and resilient. They strive to 
excel in the classroom, succeed on the playing field, and shine on the 
performance stage.  Through a customized approach within an 
environment that offers all of the mainstream activities as any other 
school, Shelton students have the confidence and self-motivation to 
accomplish greatness. To illustrate, the 67 graduates of the Class of 
2017 were accepted at 103 colleges and universities across the 
country, including Purdue, Tulane, Southern Methodist, Syracuse, 
Texas A&M, and Clemson, to name a few.  These same graduates 
received $4.5M in merit scholarships, a 1000% increase over the last 
10 years.  
 

Evaluation Center. The Shelton Evaluation Center 

incorporates advanced diagnostic techniques to evaluate children, 
adolescents and adults with suspected learning disabilities and 
related disorders. The Evaluation Center offers a full range of 
assessment services.  With a team of highly trained professionals, 
each client receives a roadmap for success. Since its beginning in 
1976, the Evaluation Center has served more than 8,000 families from 
the United States and abroad.  Every year, 30 professionals are 
trained in referral and testing.   
 

Speech, Language and Hearing Clinic. 

For more than 25 years, Shelton’s Speech and Language Therapy 
Program has been widely recognized in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex.  Its mission is to provide quality services for the evaluation 
and treatment of preschool and school age children with 
developmental delays and speech and language disorders. Whether 
at Shelton, off-site, or via Skype, therapy services are provided to 
clients in a variety of ways and in various settings.  Highlights of the 
Program include:  more than 740 sessions conducted with clients 

monthly; 11 public and private DFW schools receive therapy; 13 DFW schools receive screening services; and 
100 professionals attend the Shelton-sponsored annual conference. 
 

At A Glance 
 
Founded:    1976 
Grades:   EC-12 
Enrollment:    900 
Student/Teacher Ratio:  6:1 
Class Size:   10 
Student Diversity:   14% 
 
Faculty 
No. of Faculty:   150 
Average Experience:  18 years 
Average at Shelton:  9 years 
Faculty of Color:   8% 
Advanced Degrees:   45% 
 
2017-2018 Average Tuition  
Early Childhood:   $16,000 
Pre-Primary-Grade 12:  $26,250  
Financial Assistance:   14% 
 
Accreditations 

• Independent School Association of 
the Southwest (ISAS) 

• American Montessori Society 
(AMS) 

• International Multisensory 
Structured Language Education 
Council (IMSLEC) 

 
Membership/Affiliations 

• Council for Advancement and 
Support of Education (CASE)  

• International Dyslexia Association 
(IDA) 

• Academic Language Therapy 
Association (ALTA) 

• Montessori Accreditation Council 
for Teacher Education (MACTE) 

• Texas Private School Association 
(TPSA)  

• Texas Association of Private and 
Parochial Schools (TAPPS) 
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Outreach and Teacher Training. Early on, Shelton staff realized that they could not 

possibly respond individually to all those seeking help for learning differences. The need was simply too great. 
Yet the School's keen desire (and challenge) has been to help more than its own student body, and thus the 
Shelton Outreach and Teacher Training was born in 1991.  Shelton shares information and resources among 
schools and individuals.  Last year alone, more than 100 teachers enrolled in the accredited Multisensory 
Structured Language Education (MSLE) courses, leading to national certification as a practitioner or therapist.  
Sixty teachers enrolled in Montessori-certified courses. 
 

Summer, the Shelton Way. In 

addition to providing training, Outreach coordinates 
Shelton’s Summer School and Scholars Program, which 
serve the needs of Shelton students and other students 
from the community.  The Summer School offers more 
than 130 academic and enrichment courses taught 
predominately by Shelton staff members.  The Scholars 
Program challenges, stimulates and remediates minds of 
students who have experienced difficulty in the 
traditional classroom. Scholars is also available on 
Saturdays during the school year.  
  

Epic Journeys Begin at Shelton 

Priorities. As the leading educational institution for students with learning differences, the demand for 

a Shelton education has grown significantly.   Located in a residential suburb of Dallas, Texas, Shelton is currently 
situated on a large city block at the corner of Hillcrest and Arapaho Roads.  The School is landlocked at this 
location and limited in its ability to expand educational and extracurricular offerings. The Board of Trustees has 
adopted a capital development plan that will establish a unified campus, enabling students to achieve their 
highest potential both inside and outside the classroom. To this end, Shelton has acquired a 30-acre site on 
Preston Road in North Dallas on which to build its new home.  Informed by this plan, the new Director of Capital 
Campaign and Major Gifts’ priorities are as follows: 
 

• Strengthen relationships with current and past donors 

• Build new relationships and solicit major gifts from prospective donors 

• Identify, cultivate, and solicit campaign gifts at all levels 

• Assist with development, design and refinement of campaign materials  

• Visit extensively with current and prospective donors 

 

Shelton on a mission 
a school and resource center dedicated to 

~  making a difference ~  
by serving and empowering the lives of  

~ students who learn differently ~ 
 

Because Not All Great Minds Think Alike 
 

https://youtu.be/BaAtaR3lQWk?
https://youtu.be/BaAtaR3lQWk?
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The Director of Capital Campaign and Major Gifts reports directly to 

the Executive Director and serves as a member of the Development Office to provide strength and support in 
building a strong culture of philanthropy throughout the community. The successful candidate for the position 
of Director of Capital Campaign and Major Gifts will possess the following professional experience and desired 
qualities: 
 
Professional Experience 

• A bachelor’s degree and a minimum of five years solid fundraising experience with a proven successful 
track record of working on capital campaigns as well as securing and closing major gifts (Required) 

• Demonstrated ability to create numerous, efficient, and compelling opportunities for donors 

• Strong analytical capabilities with proficiency in developing and implementing capital campaign plans 
and programs    

• Expertise in stewardship to ensure proper reconciliation of gifts and donor intent  

• Proficiency and ease in using technology and fundraising software  
 
Desired Qualities 

• Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written 

• Impeccable integrity and a positive, "can do" attitude 

• Strong interpersonal skills with talent for building donor relationships and making their experience of 
giving to Shelton both satisfying and rewarding 

• A confident and knowledgeable fundraising professional with exceptional management and 
organizational skills 

• A temperament that is attentive, persistent, flexible and suited to serving people’s needs 

• Wholehearted support for families with children who have learning differences 
 

To apply, interested candidates should provide a résumé, cover letter highlighting your interest and fit 

for the position, and a list of five (5) references with all contact information, as an attachment to: 
 

The Education Group 
Gloria Snyder, Lead Consultant 
gloria@educationgroup.com 
214-906-7886 

 
Karen Drawz, Consultant 
karen@educationgroup.com 
214-535-7093 

 

mailto:gloria@educationgroup.com
mailto:karen@educationgroup.com
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Campaign Vision. The capital development plan for the new campus ensures that Shelton will 

keep its promise to engage young minds, enrich educational lives, and empower those with learning differences 
to become the greatest version of themselves.  The vision for this plan will have the following immediate impact:  
 

• Eight additional classrooms to accommodate 80 more students, with planned space and infrastructure 
to accommodate up to 30 more rooms for potentially 1,400 students in the coming years 

• Continued low 6:1 student-to-teacher ratio 
• Expanded science laboratories to enhance STEM curriculum  
• Modern fine arts amenities for theatre arts, 2-D and 3-D arts, photography, music, and film   
• New, on-campus athletics complex to include three gymnasiums, fields, weight and training rooms, 

dance studio, and enhanced viewing and concession areas for spectators 
• Robotics lab, Upper Elementary computer lab, IT Center 
• Additional space for testing and teacher training—for Shelton teachers and outreach program 
• Increased community partnerships and collaboration  
 

This $54M campaign is about more than buildings and 
athletic fields.  It is a demonstration of the gratitude 
that Shelton has for its impact on its community, its 
educators, its students and their families.  The gifts 
given in this campaign will perpetuate Shelton’s 
tradition of service and ensure a bright future for the 
next generation of great minds—because “Not all 
great minds think alike.”  
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Advancement Programs. The Annual Fund is Shelton’s most essential fundraising effort—

the bedrock upon which all other fundraising efforts rest.  As an important source of revenue, the Annual Fund 
involves all members of the Shelton community.  In the last four years, the Annual Fund has raised an average 
of $975K from parents, grandparents, faculty and staff, alumni and parents of alumni, board, and friends of the 
School.  Last year alone, the Annual Fund raised more than $1M.  Its goal this year is $850K. 

 
Every year the Shelton Parent Association (SPA) sponsors 
the Stampede Auction, a community-wide auction to raise 
money.  Last year the Stampede Auction “Epic Journey” 
raised $350K and has a goal of $300K for 2018.  This year’s 
“Shelton Stampede” will be held on March 24 and is slated 
to raise money to fund the School’s fine arts, athletics, 
and technology programs as well as the Faculty Fund.    
 
Scholarship funding is frequently given through In 
Memoriam gifts given to honor those who have been 
students and cherished parents or friends of Shelton.    
 

To honor those individuals who seek to shape the future of Shelton School, the Delphi Society was established 
in 2003 as a planned giving opportunity. This Society recognizes supporters of Shelton who have created 
provisions in their wills or estate plans to benefit Shelton School and have informed the School of their 
commitments. 
 

The Development Office has four full time 

employees: a development director, two associates who work with 
annual fund and alumni relations, and an administrative assistant.  
There is also a part time associate who assists the Executive Director 
and the Development Director in capital campaign efforts and alumni 
relations.  A part time coordinator provides the office with historical 
information and acts as a connector for past parents and alumni.  
Public Relations is a different department and reports directly to the 
Executive Director. 

Supporting Foundations 
 

The Hillcrest Foundation 

The Hoglund Foundation 

The Hoblitzelle Foundation 

Communities Foundation of Texas 

The Harold Simmons Foundation 

 

“As we set strategic direction and priorities for a bright future, we will remain grounded in our original 

mission and forward thinking in our vision.  I invite you to share your vision with me.  We’re again at the 

cusp of so many great opportunities.  Looking forward to transforming lives in our next forty years.” 

 

Suzanne Stell, Executive Director 
 



 

Page 7 educationgroup.com 

Living in Dallas. Dallas, Texas, is a thriving, global city with a booming diverse economy and vibrant 

culture. The city is ninth largest in the continental United States and is the main cultural and economic center of 
the 12-county Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area—at 7 million people, it is the fourth-largest metropolitan 
area in the United States. Home to the global headquarters of 21 Fortune 500 Companies and 41 Fortune 1000 
Companies, Dallas houses the third largest concentration of such companies in the nation and enjoys an 
economy based on banking, commerce, telecommunications, computer technology, energy, healthcare, and 
transportation. Dallas ranks third in labor force and growth, and is third in job creation, only behind New York 
and Los Angeles. Today, the Dallas-Fort Worth area has the hottest housing market in the country, according to 
realtor.com. 
 
A vibrant educational and intellectual city, the DFW area is home to more than 12 institutions of learning, 
including Southern Methodist University, Texas Christian University, the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center, The University of Texas at Dallas, and the Perot Museum of Nature and Science.  As well, four 
Nobel Laureates live and work among these institutions. It is a city with a large and collegial independent school 
network as well as an active non-profit and philanthropic community.  
 
Downtown Dallas has undergone an impressive expansion and energized appearance with the Dallas Arts District 
providing leadership. The Dallas Arts District, the largest contiguous urban arts district in the nation, spanning 
68 acres and 19 contiguous blocks, is home to the City’s leading visual and performing arts institutions, whose 
range and depth make Dallas a destination for the arts that is unique in our country. The District is comprised of 
museums, performance halls, corporate offices, residences, restaurants, churches and a high school for the 
performing arts.  There are numerous opportunities throughout the Metroplex for family outings—George W. 
Bush Presidential Library and Museum, Dallas Arboretum, Fort Worth Botanic Garden, the Dallas and Fort Worth 
Zoos and Dallas Aquarium, to name a few.  
 
Professional sports draw large crowds. The NFL Dallas Cowboys, MLB Texas Rangers, NHL Dallas Stars, NBA Dallas 
Mavericks, and MLS FC Dallas offer year-round opportunities for spectators. High school and college sports are 
not far behind when it comes to fan-participation and interest. The cityscape is punctuated by multiple 
skyscrapers and handsome architecture.  Iconic buildings include the Reunion Tower, JFK Memorial, and Dallas 
City Hall, designed by famed architect I. M. Pei.  As for weather, winters are mild, spring and fall are short, and 
summers are hot but not humid.  Air-conditioning reigns.  

http://realtor.com/

