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THE POSITION

Trinity School of Midland was founded in 1958 as an Episcopal day 
school whose early days started with kindergarten and first grade 
classes being offered at the church. Today, Trinity School has grown 
to an enrollment of approximately 625 students and enjoys a 
reputation for being one of the finest independent, co-educational, 
college preparatory schools in the Southwest.  Accredited by the 
Independent Association of the Southwest, this PK-12 school, 
located in the oil and gas mecca of Midland, Texas, is now 
beginning its 60th year of serving families in the Midland-Odessa 
region, the heart of West Texas. The School is currently seeking a 
Preschool and Lower Head to lead these two divisions in providing 
a nurturing and developmentally appropriate learning environment 
for students in K3 to Grade 4.  The position begins July 2019.

The next Head of Preschool and Lower School will be an energetic 
educational leader with a passion and vision for educating 
young children.  The ideal candidate will bring proven teaching 
and administrative experience, be current in early childhood 
and elementary pedagogy, exhibit superb communication 
and managerial skills, and possess a warm and collaborative 
demeanor to build rapport and establish credibility.  The successful 
candidate will oversee the development of all student curricula, 
programs, and activities, be responsible for teacher recruitment, 
evaluation, and professional development, and build strong parent 
relationships. In coordination with the other division heads, the 
Preschool and Lower School Head will also be responsible for 
scheduling in preschool and lower school.

With the appointment of a new Head of School in 2018, Trinity 
School has opened a new chapter in its growth and development. 
This is an exciting time in Trinity School’s history for the next 
Preschool and Lower School Head to help shape the School’s vision 
for the future.  

Preschool and 
Lower School 
Head Search
Trinity School
3500 W. Wadley Avenue
Midland, TX 79707

trinitymidland.org

Appointment for July 2019

To Apply

Interested candidates should 
provide a résumé, cover letter 
highlighting your interest and 
fit for the position, a statement 
of educational philosophy, and 
a list of five (5) references with 
all contact information, as an 
attachment to:

Consultants
Gloria H. Snyder
Lead Consultant
gloria@educationgroup.com
(214) 906-7886

Karen A. Drawz
Senior Consultant
karen@educationgroup.com
(214) 535-7093

“Trinity School of Midland is a college preparatory community that provides a nurturing 
environment to enrich the mind, strengthen the body, enliven the soul, 

and inspire servant leadership.”
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TRINITY SCHOOL

As evidenced in a 60-year tradition of excellence in education, the 
first purpose of Trinity School is to educate the whole person to 
that excellence. Its rigorous academic curriculum combines high 
standards of scholarship and a commitment to inspire children of 
all ages to reach their fullest potential. As a coeducational, college-
preparatory day school for some 600 students in Preschool through 
Grade 12, the mission of Trinity School is to be a college preparatory 
community that provides a nurturing environment to enrich the 
mind, strengthen the body, enliven the soul, and inspire servant 
leadership. Central to the daily life of the school community is the 
tradition of Chapel. Each day students and faculty throughout the 
school gather for worship in All Saints’ Chapel where children of 
all faiths are welcomed and valued, and where kindness, respect, 
and the power of one person to make a difference in the world are 
emphasized. 

The School is comprised of four divisions: Preschool, Lower School, 
Middle School, and Upper School. Trinity’s students are diverse, 
passionate about learning, and committed to contributing to 
the greater good of the larger community.  Many are home grown 
Texans,” but because of the national and international drawing 
power of Midland’s major industries, energy and healthcare, 
significant numbers of students come from other parts of the US 
and abroad. Some 30% of the student body are students of color, 
18% of all students receive some form of financial aid, and the 
average class size is 15.  In addition to taking demanding academic 
classes, the typical student will be deeply involved in the visual and 
performing arts, interscholastic athletics, and ongoing community 
service projects.  The School’s dedicated and passionate faculty, 
27% of whom have advanced degrees, work to inspire and shape 
students into lifelong learners. The School’s motto is "Seek and ye 
shall find" and its mascot is Charlie Charger.

CORE VALUES

At Trinity, we value CHARACTER which is manifested in:
Faith
Excellence
Learning
Community

CORE COMPETENCIES

Engage Spiritually
Embody Character
Practice Scholarship
Work Collaboratively

Respect
Participation
Leadership
Service

Take Ownership
Communicate Effectively
Be Well

ALL SCHOOL AT A GLANCE

Founded 1958

Average 2019 Tuition:
PK3 and PK4: $8,845 

K-12: $17,250

Enrollment
Total: 640

Average class size: 15
Students of color: 30%

Receiving Financial Aid: 18%

Faculty
Total: 88 (FT/PT faculty 

& administrators)
 Advanced Degrees: 27%

Avg yrs of teaching experience: 18

Accreditation
Independent Schools Association 

of the Southwest (ISAS)

Members
Texas Association of Private and 

Parochial Schools (TAPPS), 
National Association of 

Independent Schools (NAIS), and 
Independent Curriculum Group 

(ICG)

PRESCHOOL AND LOWER 

SCHOOL AT A GLANCE

Enrollment
Total: 320

2019 Tuition
PK3 and PK4: $8,845

Kindergarten: $15,320
Grade 1 – 3: $16,045

Grade 4: $16,545

Preschool Ratio: 8:1 
Lower School Ratio: 15:1

FT/PT Teachers and Aides: 29 
FT/PT Teachers with advanced 

degrees: 23% 
Teaching experience: 10+ 

years (65%)
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SCHOOL HISTORY  

The Episcopal Church of Holy Trinity has roots dating back to 1910 
when it was first established as an Episcopal mission church.  
The Church achieved full parish status in 1943, and the 40s and 
50s saw much growth. In 1956, the Church built its parish hall 
and Sunday school buildings. Two years later in 1958, resolute 
parishioners and the Vestry of the Church embarked on a mission 
to bring the values of independent school education to West 
Texas by establishing a parish day school called The Episcopal 
Day School.  The School opened its doors to kindergarten and first 
grade children, offering classes held in the church.  Construction 
began in 1962 on a new facility on 20 acres of property donated 
by William B. Blakemore II, which is the School’s current site on 
Wadley Avenue.  The following year the School opened with Grades 
K5-7 on its new site, and by 1965, Grades 8 and 9 were added.  In 
1966 the School was reorganized as an independent school and 
renamed Trinity School of Midland, no longer under the auspices 
of the Episcopal Church.  The Upper School was established in 
1988 with its first class of seniors graduating in 1991.  The School 
continued to thrive, and a new Upper School complex, now named 
the Simmons Building, was completed in 1995. The year 2015 saw 
the School’s largest graduating class with 49 seniors.  Meanwhile, 
Campaign for Trinity had been launched in 2011 in direct response 
to the heart-felt decision of the Board of Trustees to act boldly for 
the future of the School. This campaign was the largest capital 
campaign in the School’s history, raising $18,000,000 for an 
exciting reshaping of the 20-acre campus, which involved 41,000 
square feet of new construction and some 16,000 square feet of 
renovation. In 2016, the new de Compiegne Upper School Building 
and the new Commons Building were finished. Recently completed 
renovated space is the Marian Blakemore Children’s Library 
located in the heart of Lower School.
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PRESCHOOL (K3 and K4)

Preschool at Trinity is a warm and nurturing environment in which 
young children can discover meaning through exploration, learning 
activities, and play.   The Preschool program is developmentally 
appropriate for three- and four-year-old children and organized 
to stimulate and to challenge lively intellects.  The program 
implements a curriculum that respects developmental differences 
and unique learning preferences and features hands-on, 
multi-sensory, and active learning experiences. Its Montessori-
based classroom instruction promotes orderly acquisition of 
underlying skills and concepts using numbers and language and 
consequently supports early and consistent success with math 
and reading. Phonemic awareness and phonics instruction are 
central to the Preschool literacy experience, as is immersion in a 
print-rich instructional environment. Other hallmarks of Trinity’s 
Preschool Program include:  daily praise, prayer, and worship in 
All Saints’ Chapel; garden and playground areas suited for young 
children; and art, music, physical education, and Spanish 
(K4) instruction.

There is opportunity for continuous monitoring of a child’s 
progress based on individual readiness through the use of 
portfolios of a child’s work, which include work samples, notes, and 
artifacts documenting a child’s growth and development. Twice a 
year, teachers assess a child’s progress through the use 
of a developmental checklist and hold face-to-face conferences 
with parents. 

Both Preschool K3 and K4 offer a morning program (8:00 – 11:00) 
and an afternoon program (12:00 noon – 3:00) five days a week.  
Classes have an average of 15 children with a teacher and an 
instructional aide assigned to each class.  Enrollment is evenly 
divided between the two levels with a total of approximately 
100 children.  

The Rhonda G. Durham Children’s Enrichment Center offers a 
program for children turning two years old on or before the first day 
of school. Trinity K2 students participate in a structured learning 
experience from 8:45 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. on Trinity School days.  
Having made a commitment to K3 at Trinity School the following 
school year, these students discover the excitement and joy that 
come from being part of the learning environment at Trinity School.  
The CEC also provides Preschool families the opportunity to extend 
the day from 7:30 - 5:30 to meet the needs of children who need a 
longer school day. 

“We respect 
individuals and 
acknowledge 
the differences 
among us. We 
value the fact 
that each person 
is gifted with 
unique abilities, 
talents, interests, 
backgrounds, and 
challenges.”
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LOWER SCHOOL (K5 – GRADE 4)

For children in Kindergarten through Grade 4, Trinity School is an active, purposeful, and 
developmentally appropriate learning environment, a place where teachers meet children at their 
growing edge”and encourage them to be all that they can be. The Lower School program provides 
activities that allow students the chance to explore, to create, and to become individuals. All activities 
encourage student participation, regardless of skill level or individual development. Activities begin 
by being individual in nature, allowing students more freedom to make choices, moving toward 
students working in both small- and large-group activities by Grade Four.

Throughout the academic year, which is divided into trimesters, there are a variety of methods 
teachers use to monitor and report student progress.  As in Preschool, classroom teachers keep 
individual portfolios of work to give more meaning to observations about student progress. Portfolios 
include writing samples, summative assessments from Everyday Mathematics, and benchmark 
assessments in reading. In Grades 2, 3, and 4, students keep a daily planner, which includes optional 
space for teacher comments about learner behavior or academic progress. Detailed checklists are 
used for reporting a child’s progress in Kindergarten through Grade 3.   Grade 4 students receive 
traditional letter grades for the first time on their individual work as well as on report cards.

A typical day for Lower School students begins at 8:00 AM and ends at either 3:00 PM (K5- Grade 
3) or 3:45 PM (Grade 4). The average class size has a 15:1 ratio, except in K5 where there is also an 
instructional aide assigned.  An enrollment of 225 students in Lower School is fairly evenly divided 
among all five levels with an average of 45 students at each grade level.  Together, the Preschool and 
Lower School comprise half of Trinity School’s entire study body.  
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“We prize learning 
both as the outcome 

of hard work and 
as the life-long 

process by which 
wisdom is gained. We 

cultivate a passion 
for learning in all 
that we do in and 

out of the classroom, 
in our curriculum 

and instruction, 
in our many 

extracurricular 
activities, in our life 

experiences, and 
when solving the 

problems with which 
we are faced.”

PRESCHOOL & LOWER SCHOOL STUDENT LIFE

Each student’s education is made richer by full participation in 
the extracurricular opportunities of the School. Commitment to 
community service, daily chapel, the arts, and field trips bring out 
hidden talents, cultivate interest, and make students well rounded, 
healthy persons.

Trinity School is a faith-centered community where everyone works 
to maintain an atmosphere of mutual trust and respect. Through 
daily Chapel, Preschool and Lower School children are encouraged 
to develop values that control and guide their behavior. Prayers, 
Bible stories, and singing help to make Chapel a time of reflection 
and celebration.   The order of worship in All Saints’ Chapel follows 
the Episcopal tradition. While not required to actively participate 
in worship, all children are required to attend Chapel services. 
Birthday prayers are said for all children on their birthdays, and 
both parents and grandparents are invited to attend Chapel on 
their student’s special birthday blessing day.

Art and music classes are taught by specialists in the disciplines. 
Instruction includes the tradition of working every year with the 
local opera and storytelling organizations as well as Midland 
College’s drama department to host a children’s opera, a visiting 
storyteller, and a children’s drama production.  Regular physical 
education and recess time allows for the development of the 
body and supports the development of the intellect. Technology 
supports instruction through students’ one-to-one access to 
Chromebooks in every classroom. First graders often take a trip 
to the public library and visit Barnes and Noble, but one highlight 
of the week for all students is the weekly visit to the recently 
renovated Marion Blakemore Children’s Library located in the heart 
of the Lower School.  As with Preschool, Lower School also includes 
daily worship in All Saints’ Chapel, where children come together 
for praise, prayer, and instruction about the Christian faith.

 

   

Service within the School and to the community and beyond 
fosters social responsibility, forms character, and builds 
confidence in the children who learn they can have a positive 
impact and make a lasting difference. To instill servant leadership, 
Lower School students participate in Big Ideas for the Greater 
Good (BIGG) project every year. Students pick projects by class
to work on for the year. Past projects have included distributing 
butterfly cards with inspiring messages to neighbors, purchasing 
toy bears for the Rays of Hope Children’s Grief Center, and making 
and delivering heart pillows to cancer patients. This year, the 
Lower School students are working with the Amy Bell Foundation 
on Operation Amy: Pay It Forward project in raising money to fill 
bags with gifts for charities across the community. At the end
of the year, students will ride the Charger bus to deliver the
gifts themselves.
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SCHOOL STRENGTHS

The next Preschool and Lower School Head is asked to embrace Trinity School’s mission and core 
values, continue its momentum of growth, and direct a vision for Preschool and Lower School that 
takes Trinity School of Midland along the pathway to excellence. The new Head will enter a school 
environment that is supportive, energetic, and excited for what the future holds for the School and 
its students. At Trinity School, she or he will find:

•	 A	mutually	respectful	and	collaborative	relationship	among	faculty,	students,	and	administration
•	 The	School’s	longstanding	reputation	in	the	community	as	a	school	with	a	strong	academic,	caring	

and	Christian	environment
•	 A	strong	sense	of	family	within	the	school	community
•	 A	diverse	study	body
•	 Bright	students	eager	to	learn
•	 Small	classes	and	individual	attention
•	 An	array	of	extracurricular	programs,	activities	and	community	service	opportunities

OPPORTUNITIES AND PRIORITIES

As Trinity School begins its search for a new Preschool and Lower School Head, it presents 
numerous opportunities to interested candidates. The School has recently completed an 
$18,000,000 campaign, the largest in its history, for an exciting reshaping of its 20-acre campus 
with new construction and renovated space.  Under the dynamic leadership of a new Head of 
School appointed in July 2018, Trinity is undergoing its self-evaluation this year for its ISAS re-
accreditation in 2019.  As the only PK-12 independent school in the Midland-Odessa area, Trinity 
School is in a position to increase its recognition in the community and convey the advantage of an 
independent Christian education. The next Preschool and Lower School Head will continue to work 
on the following areas as priorities:

•	 Evaluating	the	effectiveness	of	curriculum	and	instruction
•	 Creating	a	strategy	for	analyzing	and	implementing	the	curriculum	and	program	needs	of	the	

future
•	 Creating	systems	to	evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	the	curriculum,	faculty,	and	academic	programs
•	 Building	community	and	collaboration
” 
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LIVING IN MIDLAND, TEXAS

Midland, Texas, is a thriving and inviting West Texas city with a 
unique combination of big-city culture and hometown charm.  
On the long horizon of West Texas, Midland’s skyline rises tall, 
giving Midland its nickname of The Tall City. This city is home 
to everything from presidents and petroleum to a vibrant arts 
community.  Located on Interstate 20 halfway between Dallas and 
El Paso, Midland is the business headquarters of the Permian 
Basin, the largest oil production region in the country and the 
second largest oil and shale region in the world. In recent years, 
Midland has been named the second best place to live in Texas. 
Midland is known as the gateway to the Big Bend region with 
Midland International Air and Space Port, serviced daily by 
American, Southwest, and United Airlines, as the closest 
commercial airport to Big Bend National Park.  The Tall City is 
a few hours away from a number of remarkable natural areas, 
including the rolling sand dunes at Monahans Sandhills State Park 
and Balmorhea State Park, home to the world’s largest spring-fed 
swimming pool.  Midland is a great starting point for an adventure 
to Big Bend National Park and Guadalupe Mountains National Park, 
two of the most spectacular places in the Lone Star State.

Needless to say, Midland has a lot going on business-wise, but 
it also has a lot going on for its residents and visitors. The city’s 
successes in the oil industry have allowed a community of its 
size (a little more than 160,000 in the county), to offer world-class 
attractions like the $81-million Wagner Noël Performing Arts 
Center, the Permian Basin Petroleum Museum, and the George W. 
Bush Childhood Home.  Families will also find much to love in and 
around Midland by visiting three of its notable attractions: the 
Museum of the Southwest with its planetarium, art museum and 
children’s museum; the Sibley Nature Center where families can 
spend time in the wildlife; and the Old Miner’s Maze, a sprawling 
complex that hosts game rooms and a Wild West Shootout show.  

Midland has a dry desert climate that is ideal for those who 
enjoy warm temperatures and a lot of sunshine. With more than 
250 days of annual sunshine, an average rainfall of 15 inches, 
and an average temperature of 65 F, Midland has a climate that 

“This city is home to 
everything from presidents 
and petroleum to a vibrant 

arts community.”
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encourages folks to enjoy the outdoors.  With low humidity and 
plenty of sunshine, Midland is the perfect place to enjoy sports.  
The Tall City is home to three professional sports teams: Midland 
RockHounds baseball, a Double A affiliate of the Oakland Athletics; 
the West Texas United Sockers, an American soccer team founded 
in 2008; and the West Texas Drillers football. College sports 
enthusiasts enjoy Midland College’s baseball, both men’s and 
women’s basketball, men’s golf, softball, and volleyball teams.  
In recent years, Midland has been ranked as having the second-
highest per capita income in the nation. And the citizens of 
Midland are extremely generous with that income. There is a broad 
entrepreneurial spirit that provides opportunities for success, 
and kindness and generosity abound to make Midland a true, 
supportive community. This is why so many people who move to 
Midland, choose to stay in Midland.

DESIRED CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS

The Preschool and Lower School Head reports to the Head of 
School, leads these two divisions in providing a nurturing and 
developmentally appropriate learning environment for some 300 
children, and serves as a member of Trinity School’s Administrative 
Leadership Team as well as the Academic Affairs Committee.  The 
successful candidate for the position of Preschool and Lower 
School Head will possess the following professional experience and 
desired qualities:

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE:
 
•	 Advanced	degree	(required)
•	 Proven	teaching	and	administrative	experience
•	 Deep	knowledge	and	understanding	of	curriculum	development	

and	teaching	pedagogy	for	young	children
•	 Ability	to	attract/recruit,	supervise,	and	retain	talented	faculty	

committed	to	the	mission,	philosophy,	and	goals	of	Trinity	School
•	 Background	and	experience	in	providing	a	challenging	learning	

environment	for	a	student	body	with	a	range	of	abilities,	including	
academically	gifted	students

•	 Ability	to	challenge	and	motivate	the	school	community	to	strive	
for	excellence

•	 Confident	leadership	style	that	trusts	others	with	responsibility	
and	gives	them	the	authority	and	support	they	need

PERSONAL QUALITIES:

•	 Connects	with	students	and	parents		
•	 Is	confident	in	making	fair	and	firm	decisions
•	 Has	the	ability	to	inspire	others
•	 Possesses	a	self-confidence	that	invites	and	is	comfortable	with	

divergent	opinions
•	 Possesses	excellent	communication,	management,	and	

organizational	skills	

“Positive leadership 
is modeled, 

practiced, and 
encouraged by 

giving students 
opportunities to 

develop their 
God-given talents 
and to strengthen 

their skill in 
decision-making, 

team-building, and 
conflict resolution.”


